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Cornerstone Hospice Breaks Ground on new unit at
Orlando Health – Health Central Hospital in Ocoee
Cornerstone Hospice Care Unit at the new Orlando Health Center for Rehabilitation receives
seed money from West Orange Healthcare District, West Orange Health Alliance
Ocoee, Fla. – A community-wide recognition of the need for critical patients facing life-limiting
illness to receive loving care in a comfortable home-like environment is a step closer to
fulfillment.
Today, Cornerstone Hospice and Palliative Care leaders celebrated the groundbreaking of the
Cornerstone Hospice Care Center at the new 110-bed Orlando Health Center for
Rehabilitation. They were joined by representatives from Orlando Health-Health Central, the
West Orange Healthcare District, the West Orange Health Alliance and members of the
community.
Norma Sutton, chair of the West Orange Healthcare District, presented a check for $1.25
million as a generous lead capital campaign donation for the Cornerstone Hospice unit which
will include ten private rooms and a family lounge. Each room will have a pullout bed,
refrigerator and showers so family members can be with loved ones as much as possible.
Additionally, Mike Yoakum, who is the chair of the West Orange Health Alliance, announced a
$440,000 donation to the project.
“The Cornerstone Hospice Care Center at Orlando Health-Health Central will help fill a gap in
health care services available in West Orange County. Patients and their families will receive
inpatient care in a homelike place, not an intensive care unit, when symptoms become too
difficult to manage at home,” said Chuck Lee, President and CEO of Cornerstone Hospice.
“We are grateful for the partnership of Orlando Health which designated space for the unit and
for the generosity of the West Orange Healthcare District and West Orange Health Alliance to
kickstart the capital campaign.”
In November 2015, the 22-bed Cornerstone Hospice Unit opened at Orlando Health’s Orlando
Regional Medical Center. More than 2,200 patients and their families have received loving
care and end-of-life support at the downtown Orlando unit.
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“Orlando Health is proud to expand our partnership with Cornerstone Hospice by providing the
West Orange County community with this important facet of care,” said Mark Marsh, President,
Orlando Health – Health Central.
“The West Orange Healthcare District is dedicated to ensuring that the residents have access
to medical care and wellness services right in our community,” said Sutton. “The District is
pleased to make an investment in the Cornerstone Hospice Care Center which will help fill a
gap for families who want to provide comfort and dignity for their loved ones facing end of life.”
“Aside from meeting a critical need, having this resource in our community will help raise
awareness about hospice care and the peace of mind it provides to patients and families
facing life-limiting illness,” said Lynn Walker Wright who is a member of the West Orange
Health Alliance and chairs the project’s $3.6 million campaign.
The 95,000 sq. Orlando Health Center for Rehabilitation and Cornerstone Hospice Care
Center are scheduled for completion in 2019.
About Cornerstone Hospice
Cornerstone Hospice and Palliative Care, Inc., a not-for-profit, community organization since
1984, provides comfort and care to Central Florida families experiencing life-limiting illnesses.
Cornerstone is Joint Commission accredited for hospice care, a national symbol of quality that
reflects the organization’s commitment to meeting high performance standards. Over 7,000
people in Lake, Sumter, Orange, Osceola, Polk, Hardee and Highlands counties benefit from
Cornerstone programs each year. Enhanced patient and family care is made possible through
the generous support of individuals and groups. For more information, to donate, or to
volunteer, call 866-742-6655 or visit www.cornerstonehospice.org.
About The West Orange Healthcare District
The West Orange Healthcare District (WOHD) is an independent special healthcare district
whose mission is to enhance health and wellness in west Orange County. In just the past five
years, the District has awarded nearly $125 million to local not-for-profits that provide
healthcare services to area residents. The District was created by an Act of the 1949 Florida
Legislature and is governed by a 16-member Board appointed by the Governor of Florida.
Although originally designed as a taxing organization, the District no longer collects tax from
the community; the last tax collected was in 2000. More information at wohd1949.org. The
District is a founding champion of “Healthy West Orange,” a grassroots movement to inspire
west Orange County to become the healthiest community in the nation. For more information,
visit www.healthywestorange.org.
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